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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133-1064

ROBERT P. SPELLANE ViceChairmann
13TH WORCESTER DISTRICT Jaint Committes on Financlal Services
i Room 254, Siale House
District Offica! Tel. (617) 722.2220
1094 Filaasanl St, Fax: (617) €28 Q728
Worcester, MA 01602 Rep.AobertSpellyne@hou.stale.ma.ia

(508) 799-3948
Wway.bobigpellane .com

July 18, 2006

Ms. Judith Judson

Department of Telecommunication and Energy
One South Station

Boston, MA

Dear Chairperson Judson,

T'am writing to cxpress my opposition to the pending petition submitted by Verizon pertaining to changes
in the cable television franchising process. I do not support Verizon’s petition to change the current Pprocess
because it will cstablish a two tiered system of cablc tclevision licensing which will result in unfair
competition. The existing municipal agreements with a cable television franchise already establish a level
of predictability and expcctation for new applicants. Based upon this information, a new cabie¢ tclevision
franchise can enter into negotiations and make a sound business decision based on existing information.

The current cablc tclevision frauchising process has been in place for many years and is essential to make
these franchises accountable to the municipalities that they do business in. The Massachusetts Municipal
Association (MMA) opposes Verizon’s petition and supports the current licensing requirements.
Municipalities have demonstrated that they arte willing to encourage more cable tclevision competition
because it is the best interests of their residents. Municipalities have been and are willing to negotiate a fair
franchise agreement. Verizon has signed several cable television franchisc agreements, and are in the
process of negotiating several more with other mumicipalities.

I do not believe that changing the current cable television franchising licensing process is in the best
intcrest of the municipality or the consumer. The current system is on that we have all worked under for
many years and should not be changed to satisfy a new cable television provider,

Thank you for your time and attention on this matter. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me personally. '

egard «
i %iq - e

Robert P, Spellane
STA;\TE REPRESENTATIVE
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